
ORDINANCE N0.551_ N.S. 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EL PASO DE ROBLES 

AMENDING THE ZONING CODE TO REVISE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW, SIGNS AND CANOPIES AND AWNINGS 

The C i t y  Council o f  the C i t y  of E1 Paso De Robles, C a l i f o r n i a ,  
does hereby orda in  as f o l l o w s :  

SECTION I :  Sect ion 21.15.240 (Bed and Breakfast  Regulat ions) o f  
the Zoning Regulat ions is  amended as f o l l o w s :  

a. Subsection 5 is  amended to read as f o l l o w s :  " I n  the R- 
1, R-2 and R-3 D i s t r i c t s ,  wall-mounted signs sha l l  not exceed two 
(2) square f e e t ;  f rees tand ing  signs may not exceed e igh t  (8) 
square f e e t  in area and f ou r  (4) f e e t  in h e i g h t . "  
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SECTION I I :  Sect ion 21.16.010 ( D i s t r i c t  Use Table f o r  the R-A 
Zone) o f  the Zoning Regulat ions is  amended as f o l l o w s :  

a. Under the column e n t i t l e d :  "None but the f o l l o w i n g  uses 
or uses which, in the op in ion  o f  the Planning Commission, are 
s i m i l a r  w i l l  be al lowed"~ item number 5, de le te  the wording: "and 
associated on-premises commercial s igns" .  

SECTION I I I :  Sect ion 21.16.050 ( D i s t r i c t  Use Table f o r  the R-3 
Zone) o f  the Zoning Regulat ions is  amended as f o l l o w s :  

a. Delete item #5 which reads: " I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  signs when 
non- i l l um ina ted  and non- f lash ing  and not exceeding 8 sq f t  in 
area" .  

SECTION IV: Sect ion 21.16.0&0 ( D i s t r i c t  Use Table f o r  the R-3-O 
Zone) o f  the Zoning Regulat ions is  amended as f o l l o w s :  

a .  

f ou r  sq 
any use 

Delete item #8 which reads: "Non- f lash ing signs over 
f t  when attached to the main bu i l d i ng  and appurtenant to 

a l lowed"  

SECTION V: Sect ion 21.16.070 ( D i s t r i c t  Use Table f o r  the R-4 
Zone) o f  the Zoning Regulat ions is  amended as f o l l o w s :  

am 

f ou r  sq 
any use 

Delete item #6 which reads: "Non- f lash ing  s igns over 
f t  when attached to the main b u i l d i n g  and appurtenant to 
a l l owed" .  

SECTION VI: Sect ion 21.16.080 ( D i s t r i c t  Use Table f o r  the C-1 
Zone) o f  the Zoning Regulat ions is  amended as f o l l o w s :  

a. Delete item #6 which reads: "Signs, f rees tand ing ,  non- 
f l a s h i n g  and n o n - r o t a t i n g ,  and appurtenant to any permi t ted use". 

SECTION V I I :  Sect ion 21.16.090 < D i s t r i c t  Use Table f o r  the C-2 
Zone) o f  the Zoning Regulat ions is  amended as f o l l o w s :  

a. Delete item #3 which reads: "Signs attached to the main 
bu i l d i ng  and appurtenant to any permi t ted use, non- f lash ing  and 
non - ro ta t i ng  subject  to a r c h i t e c t u r a l  rev iew"~ 

b. Delete item #4 which reads: "Signs not attached to the 
main bu i l d i ng  and not appurtenant to any permi t ted use, non- 
f l a s h i n g  and n o n - r o t a t i n g ,  inc lud ing  outdoor a d v e r t i s i n g  
s t r u c t u r e s " .  
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SECTION V I I I :  Sect ion ~1.16.100 ( D i s t r i c t  Use Table f o r  the C-3 
Zone) o f  the ~oning Regulat ions is  amended as f o l l o w s :  

a. Delete item #4 which reads: "Nonf lashing and nonro ta t ing  
signs attached to the main bu i l d i ng  and appurtenant to any 
permi t ted use sha l l  be al lowed in a C-3 d i s t r i c t  sub ject  ~o 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e v i e w . " ;  

b. Delete item #5 which reads: "Signs other  than those 
appurtenant to any permi t ted us, inc lud ing  outdoor a d v e r t i s i n g  
s t r u c t u r e s  and f rees tand ing  appurtenant signs sha l l  be al lowed in 
a C-3 d i s t r i c t  subject  to f i r s t  securing a use pe rm i t . "  
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SECTION IX: Sect ion 21.16.110 ( D i s t r i c t  Use Table f o r  the M 
Zone) o f  the Zoning Regulat ions is  amended as f o l l o w s :  

a. Delete item #3 which reads: "Signs attached to the main 
bu i l d i ng  and appurtenant to any permi t ted use subject  to 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e v i e w . " ;  

b. Delete item #~ which reads: "Signs, other  than those 
appurtenant to any permi t ted use~ inc lud ing  outdoor a d v e r t i s i n g  
s t r u c t u r e s  and f rees tand ing  appurtenant s igns . "  

SECTION X: Sect ion B I . I5 .120  ( D i s t r i c t  Use Table f o r  the PM 
Zone) o f  the Zoning Regulat ions is  amended as f o l l o w s :  

a. Under the column e n t i t l e d :  "None but the Fol lowing uses 
or uses which, in the op in ion o f  the Planning Commission, are 
s i m i l a r  w i l l  be a l l owed" ,  item number @ is  changed to de le te  the 
wording"s lgns appurtenant to any use located on p roper ty  o f  use;"  

SECTION XI: Sect ion 2 1 . 2 0 . i i 0  is  amended to read as f o l l o w s :  

"al.20.110 Sign Regulations. 
f o l l o w i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s :  

Signs sha l l  comply wi th  the 

A. 

I .  D ~ e c t i o n a ~ _ S ~ :  A sign which is  used to d i r e c t  
veh i cu l a r  or pedes t r ian  t r a f f i c  to a use on the same p rope r t y  as 
the d i r e c t i o n a l  s ign.  

2. F~ees~and~n~_S~n: A sign which 
s t r u c t u r e  placed on the ground and which 
b u i l d i n g .  

has i t s  own support 
i s  not attached to a 

3. O~P~em~se_S~gn: A sign which does not i d e n t i f y  the 
land use o f  the p rope r t y  on which i t  i s  located but d i r e c t s  the 
pub l i c  to a p r i va te l y -owned  land use located on another parce l  o f  
land. B i l l b o a r d s  and outdoor a d v e r t i s i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  are 
c l a s s i f i e d  as o f f - p r e m i s e  s igns.  

4. Subd iv i s ion  Ad~e~t~s~n~__S~gn: A temporary sign which 
inc ludes both on and o f f - p r e m i s e  signs whose purpose i t  i s  to 
d i r e c t  the pub l i c  to a s u b d i v i s i o n  in which new homes or l o t s  are 
being so ld .  

5. ~ Z ~ u n ~ e d _ S ~ Q n :  A sign which is  e i t h e r  mounted f l a t  
against  the wa l l  o f  a bu i l d i ng  or s t r u c t u r e  or p r o j e c t s  out from 
a wa l l  or s t r u c t u r e  or down from a c e i l i n g  in  an arcade. 

I .  Archi tectural_ . . . . . . . .  - - -  . . . . . . .  Review_ approval is  requ i red  f o r  a l l  s igns,  
inc lud ing  changes o f  s ign copy on e x i s t i n g  s igns j  are sub jec t  to 
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A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review approval as prescr ibed by sec t ions  
21.20.270-274 ~ 0 ~  f o r  the f o l l o w i n g :  

a. In the R-A, R - l ,  R-2, A-3, 
non- i l l um ina ted  s igns,  four  (4) square 
which a d v e r t i s e ,  f o r  sa le ,  lease or r e n t a l ,  
they are located;  

and R-3-0 d i s t r i c t s ,  
f e e t  or less in area, 
the p roper ty  on which 

b. In the R-4, C- I ,  C-e, C-3, M, PM and AP d i s t r i c t s ,  
s igns,  s i x  (6) square f e e t  or less in area, which a d v e r t i s e ,  f o r  
sa le ,  lease or r e n t a l ,  the p roper ty  on which they are located;  

c. Signs, ten (10) square f e e t  or less in area, which 
i d e n t i f y  the c o n t r a c t o r ,  subcont rac to rs ,  or a r c h i t e c t  dur ing the 
per iod o f  ac tua l  cons t ruc t i on  on the p rope r t y  on which they are 
located;  

d. D i r e c t i o n a l  signs fou r  (4) square f ee t  or less in 
area. 

2. Des~qn: No sign sha l l  f l a s h ,  r o t a t e  or g ive  the 
appearance o f  having any moving pa r t s .  E l e c t r o n i c  message boards 
are p r o h i b i t e d .  (Except ion:  Signs which d i sp lay  time and 
temperature on ly  are permi t ted ,  sub ject  to a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r ev i ew . )  

3. ~ 9 ~ g ~ :  No pole or base o f  a support s t r u c t u r e  f o r  a 
s ign s h a l l  be placed w i t h i n  the pub l i c  r i g h t - o f - w a y .  

4. ~9~@£~l~!_~D@_!D~[~l Zones: In the C-1, C-2, C-3, 
M, PM and AP districts, all freestanding signs higher than ten 
(10) feet, as measured from the lowest ground level adjacent to 
the base of the sign, and/or larger than fifty (50) square feet 
in area are subject to approval of a conditional use permit in 
the manner prescribed by Chapter 21.23A. 

Where regu la t i ons  in e f f e c t  p r i o r  to t h i s  ordinance requ i red  
those f rees tand ing  signs 10 f e e t  or less in height  and 50 square 
f e e t  or less in area to ob ta in  approval o f  a c o n d i t i o n a l  use 
permi t ,  the cond i t i ons  o f  such c o n d i t i o n a l  use permits sha l l  
remain in e f f e c t .  However, such signs may be modif ied w i t h i n  
these dimensional l i m i t s  v i a  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review and wi thout  
amendment to such c o n d i t i o n a l  use permi ts .  

5. ~&#~$~#~-~gD#~: In the R-A, R-I, R-2, R-3, R-3-O and 
R-4 districts, freestanding signs may only be placed as follows: 

a. Permanent f rees tand ing  signs to i d e n t i f y  a 
subd i v i s i on  or apartment p r o j e c t  sha l l  not exceed s i x  (6) f ee t  in 
he ight ,  as measured from the lowest ground l eve l  adjacent to the 
base o f  the s ign,  and/or f i f t y  (50) square f e e t  in area; 

b. Permanent f rees tand ing  signs to i d e n t i f y  a use f o r  
which a c o n d i t i o n a l  use permit  has been approved sha l l  not exceed 
s i x  (6) f e e t  in he igh t ,  as measured from the lowest ground l eve l  
adjacent to the base o f  the s ign,  and/or f i f t y  (50) square f e e t  
in area. 

c. Temporary subd i v i s i on  a d v e r t i s i n g  signs to be 
located on the subd i v i s i on  p roper ty  s h a l l  not exceed ten ( i 0 )  
f e e t  in he igh t ,  as measured from the lowest ground l eve l  adjacent  
to the base o f  the s ign,  and/or one hundred (I00) square f ee t  in 
area. 

Where regu la t i ons  in  e f f e c t  p r i o r  to t h i s  ordinance requ i red  
those f rees tand ing  signs b f e e t  or less in  height  and 50 square 
f e e t  or less in area to obta in  approval o f  a c o n d i t i o n a l  use 
permi t ,  the cond i t i ons  o f  such c o n d i t i o n a l  use permits sha l l  
remain in e f f e c t .  However, such signs may be modif ied w i t h i n  
these dimensional l i m i t s  v i a  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review and wi thout  
amendment to such c o n d i t i o n a l  use permi ts .  
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6. ~ ~ _ - ~ 9 ~ :  In the C-1, C-2, C-3 and M 
d i s t r i c t s ,  a l l  o f f - p r e m i s e  s igns,  except subd i v i s i on  a d v e r t i s i n g  
s igns,  are subject  to approval o f  a c o n d i t i o n a l  use permit  in the 
manner prescr ibed by Chapter 21.23A. Except f o r  subd i v i s i on  
a d v e r t i s i n g  s igns,  o f f - p r e m i s e  signs are not permi t ted in the R- 
A, R- I ,  R-2, R-3, R-3-O, R-4, PM and AP d i s t r i c t s .  

7. Ma~mum_Si~n_He~hts for those freestanding signs which 
are subject to approval of a conditional use permit shall be as 
follows: 

a. 35 f e e t  or the height  o f  the p r i n c i p l e  r o o f  l i n e ,  
whichever is  lower,  in the C- I ,  C-2 and AP d i s t r i c t s ;  

b. 50 f e e t  in the C-3, M and PM d i s t r i c t s .  

8. ~ Z ~ _ _ ~ Z ~ _ _ ~ 9 D ~  are 
issuance o f  a permit  by the C i t y  Planner sub ject  
cond i t i ons :  

subject  to the 
to the f o l l o w i n g  

a. Subd iv is ion  a d v e r t i s i n g  signs sha l l  not exceed ten 
(10) f e e t  in he igh t ,  as measured from the lowest ground l eve l  
adjacent to the base o f  the s ign,  and/or one hundred (tO0) square 
f e e t  in area; 

b. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review approval o f  the number, 
l o c a t i o n ,  s i ze ,  height  and design o f  such s igns;  

c. Wri t ten  consent o f  the owner o f  the p roper ty  on 
which the subd i v i s i on  a d v e r t i s i n g  sign is  to be placed; 

d. Post ing o f  a bond or 
$100,00 per s ign,  to be approved 
the removal o f  such s igns;  

o ther  s e c u r i t y  o f  no less than 
by the C i t y  Planner to ensure 

e. Subd iv is ion  a d v e r t i s i n g  signs sha l l  be removed 
w i t h i n  s i x  months o f  the date o f  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review approva l .  
The A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review Committee may grant successive s i x  month 
renewals o f  permits to place subd i v i s i on  a d v e r t i s i n g  signs i f  
requests f o r  such renewals are made in w r i t i n g  and submitted to 
the C i t y  Planner p r i o r  to the e x p i r a t i o n  date o f  a pe rm i t . "  

SECTION X I I :  Sect ion 21.20.120 is  amended to read as f o l l o w s :  

"~1.20.120 Awning or Canopy Over Pub l ic  Sidewalk.  I t  is  
un lawfu l  to e rec t  or cause to be erected or to maintain or permit  
to be maintained any pos ter ,  s ign,  awning, canopy, or other  
s t r u c t u r e ,  or any a d v e r t i s i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  over or upon any pub l ic  
s t r e e t ,  walk,  or parkway in the c i t y  except in a C or M d i s t r i c t ,  
and then on ly  upon the securing o f  a use permit  sub ject  to 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review as provided in t h i s  t i t l e . "  

SECTION X I I I :  Sect ion 21.20.270 is  amended to read as f o l l o w s :  

"21.20.~70 Rrch i tmc tu ra l  Review - Purpose and I n t e n t .  
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review is  es tab l ished to implement the p o l i c i e s  o f  
the L a n d  Use Element o f  the General Plan where necessary to 
ensure that  new development and changes in e x i s t i n g  development 
meet the f o l l o w i n g  o b j e c t i v e s :  

a. To p r o t e c t  the pub l i c  hea l th ,  s a f e t y  and general w e l f a r e  
where i t  r e l a t e d  to the design o f  development; 

b. To c o n t r i b u t e  to the aes the t i c  q u a l i t y  o f  
whole, e s p e c i a l l y  where development w i l l  be 
entrances to the C i t y ,  major s t r e e t s  and severa l  
po in ts ;  

the C i t y  as a 
v i s i b l e  from 
other  vantage 
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co To ensure that  development i s  compatible w i t h ,  and is  
not de t r imenta l  to ,  surrounding land uses and improvements by 
r e q u i r i n g  design which prov ides appropr ia te  v i sua l  appearance and 
which c o n t r i b u t e s  to the m i t i g a t i o n  o f  any environmental and 
soc i a l  (e.g.  p r i v a c y )  impacts; 

d. To ensure that  development is  compat ib le wi th e x i s t i n g  
scenic resources such as h i l l s i d e s ,  stream courses, oak t rees ,  
v i s t a s ,  h i s t o r i c  bu i l d i ngs  and s t r u c t u r e s ;  

e. To ensure tha t  the development o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o p e r t i e s  
c o n t r i b u t e s  to the o r d e r l y  development o f  the C i t y  as a whole. "  
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SECTION XIV: Sect ion 21.20.271 is  hereby es tab l ished as f o l l o w s :  

' *E I . aO .E? I  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review - Where Requ i red .  
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review sha l l  be requ i red  in 
instances:  

the f o l l o w i n g  

a. P r i o r  to  issuance o f  bu i l d i ng  or grading permi ts  f o r  the 
f o l l o w i n g  types o f  p r o j e c t s :  

( I )  Const ruc t ion o f  more than one dwe l l ing  u n i t  on a 
l o t ;  

(2) Const ruc t ion  o f  a dwe l l i ng  u n i t  on a h i l l s i d e  l o t  
(as def ined by Chapter 21.14A); 

(3) Cons t ruc t ion ,  a d d i t i o n  or e x t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  
commercial, i n d u s t r i a l  or i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bu i l d i ngs  and s t r u c t u r e s ;  

b. P r i o r  to i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  a l l  s igns (except those 
exempted by sec t ion  21.20.110, subsections ( B ) ( 1 ) ( a - d ) ;  

c.  For screening methods f o r  outdoor storage where requ i red 
by c o n d i t i o n a l  use permi t ;  

d. For subd i v i s i on  wa l l s  and adjacent parkway landscaping 
where requ i red  by t e n t a t i v e  t r a c t  approva l ;  

e. For any improvements requ i red as a cond i t i on  o f  approval 
o f  a Ten ta t i ve  T rac t ,  Parcel  Map~ Planned Development, 
Cond i t i ona l  Use Permit ,  Variance, Negative Dec la ra t i on  or 
Environmental Impact Repor t . "  

SECTION XV: Sect ion 21.20.272 is  hereby es tab l i shed as f o l l o w s :  

"21.20.272 A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review - Scepe e f  Review.  
Notwi thstanding development standards requ i red  elsewhere in t h i s  
T i t l e  or in o ther  T i t l e s  w i t h i n  the Municipal  Code or w i t h i n  
State law, A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review inc ludes the a u t h o r i t y  to make 
determinat ions  and r equ i r e  improvements as f o l l o w s :  

a. Determine the p rec ise  l o c a t i o n  and o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  
bu i l d i ngs  and s t r u c t u r e s ;  

b. Determine the design f o r  o n - s i t e  park ing,  loading and 
c i r c u l a t i o n  (except where the C i t y  Engineer may determine the 
p rec ise  l o c a t i o n  o f  d r i v e  approaches and r a d i i  and grades o f  on- 
s i t e  d r i v e s ) ;  

c. Determine the p rec ise  number, locat ion~ speciem and s ize  
o f  t rees  and landscaping ma te r i a l s  except as f o l l o w s :  

( i )  The dec is ion  to remove oak t rees  sha l l  be made in 
compliance wi th  the Oak Tree Preserva t ion  Ordinance in T i t l e  10 
o f  t h i s  Code; 
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(e) Slope 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review~ 
Engineer; 

landscaping may be concep tua l l y  approved v ia  
f i n a l  approval sha l l  be given by the C i t y  

d. Determine the l o c a t i o n  o f  t rash enclosures,  f rees tand ing  
s igns,  wa l l s  or fences, outdoor storage areas~ and other  
f a c i l i t i e s  which are e i t h e r  requ i red or proposed; 

e. Determine the concept o f  grading f o r  a p rope r t y ;  

f .  Determine the p rec ise  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  treatment o f  the 
e l e v a t i o n s  and roo f s  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  s t r u c t u r e s  and wa l l s  or fences 
to inc lude c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ty le~  r e l i e f  f e a t u r e s ,  
ma te r i a l s  and c o l o r s .  

g. Determine the locat ion~ size~ he igh t ,  shape 5 m a t e r i a l s ,  
co l o r s  method o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n  f o r  s igns;  

h. Require the i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t rash recep tac le  enclosures;  

i .  Require the screening o f  heat ing,  v e n t i l a t i n g  and a i r  
cond i t i on ing  equipment; 

j .  Make  other  determinat ions  and requirements as necessary 
to achieve the purposes o f  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review." 

SECTION XVI: Sect ion 21.80.273 is  hereby es tab l ished as f o l l o w s :  

"21.20.273 A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review Requirements - Compliance. 
Except where o therwise s p e c i f i c a l l y  provided in a cond i t i on  o f  
approval o f  a t r a c t  map~ parce l  map, c o n d i t i o n a l  use permit  or 
va r iance ,  a l l  requirements imposed by A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review sha l l  
be completed p r i o r  to occupancy o f  new bu i l d i ngs  or addi t ions~ 
i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  signs or opera t ion  o f  a new land use. F a i l u r e  to 
comply wi th  the requirements o f  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review c o n s t i t u t e s  
a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  code, which may be punishable as prescr ibed 
in sec t ion  el.O4.O7O.- 

SECTION XVII: Sect ion 21.20.274 is  hereby es tab l ished as 
f o l l o w s :  

"E1,EO.E?~ Architectural  Review - Declsions and Appeals. 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review sha l l  be conducted by the A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
Review Committee. Appeals o f  dec is ions  o f  the A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
Review Committee s h a l l  be made in the manner prescr ibed by 
sec t ion  21.23A.070." 

SECTION XVI I I :  Sect ion 21o20.280 is  amended to read as f o l l o w s :  

"21.20.280 A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Review Committee - Appointment. 
The Planning Commission may appoint an A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
Committee o f  three o f  i t s  members." 

Review 

i 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 15t~h day o f  March 1988 by the 
f o l l o w i n g  r o l l  c a l l  vo te :  . . . . . . . . .  ' 

AYES: Cousins, Ov i t t ,  Dolan, Mar t in  and Russell 
NOES : None 

NICK RUSSELL 
ATTEST: 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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